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March 24: The Senate voted 92-0 to adopt a resolution approved by the House 367-2 on March 10
condemning the regime of Panamanian Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. The resolution requests
President Reagan to use all economic, political and diplomatic resources of the US to restore
the democratic, civilian government of ousted President Eric Arturo Delvalle. It also demands
that Noriega comply with Delvalle's Feb. 26 order to resign, and reaffirmed the US position that
Delvalle remains the country's legal head of state. The Senate dropped another bill, reported
earlier in the month by the Foreign Relations Committee, which specifically requested that Reagan
impose a total embargo on the Noriega regime until the general is ousted. That bill was nearly
reported to the Senate floor with binding language that would have obligated the president to
act. Defense Department spokesperson Dan Howard told reporters that the US had sent 150
more military specialists to Panama in the past week, bring the total to 570. "This was part of a
general supplemental deployment of military policemen, and that supplemental deployment
has now come to an end, so I don't expect it to go any higher." The personnel increase, said
Howard, is relatively small in relation to the 10,000 to 12,000 troops located in Panama. Military
police, who are responsible for the security of US citizens, have specialized training to cope with
such situations as riot control, he said. The spokesperson stated that several "small incidents"
occurred in Panama on March 23. In one case, 12 US soldiers were arrested by Panamanian security
forces allegedly traveling in a convoy without giving prior notification to the military, and for
traveling without an escort. According to Howard, "Neither of these things are required under
the terms of any agreement we have with Panama." The soldiers were released after being held
over an hour. Another case involved several military officers in civilian clothes who were filming
panoramic views of Panama City. After the film was reviewed, said Howard, it was returned and
they were released. The spokesperson said, "We don't see it as a general pattern of harassment
of our personnel there...We see them (the incidents) as isolated instances out of a milieu of civil
unrest and tension which exists in that country." March 25: White House spokesperson Marlin
Fitzwater said the US does not have plans for either "stepped-up security" or military intervention
in Panama. He was asked if the administration intends to provide US workers in the Panama Canal
Zone with more official US protection in view of reports that some have been physically attacked
by individuals characterized as "thugs" loyal to Noriega. Fitzwater said, "We believe those were
isolated instances... and (we) have not been able to detect any pattern of harassment." Asked about
a reported statement by a Panamanian opposition leader that the time has come for the US to
intervene militarily, the spokesperson responded that there are "no plans for military intervention,"
and there has been no change in US policy. March 27: According to Asst. Secretary of State Elliott
Abrams, the Reagan administration has miscalculated the ability of Noriega to withstand US
economic pressure. "A lot of things will come to a head in early April." Administration officials
reportedly said that among the options being considered was the forcible extradition of Noriega
to the US. Abrams said one option would be for Congress to invoke the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, which has been used against Libya and Iran. This legislation would
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give the president broad authority to declare a national emergency with respect to a particular
foreign country and take whatever steps he deems necessary to correct it. State Department and
Panamanian officials in exile in the US were completing a plan to airlift at least $1 million worth
of emergency food supplies into Panama. Abrams said the emergency aid was intended not only
for humanitarian purposes, but also to ensure that the current economic sanctions do not alienate
the Panamanian people from the US. March 29: White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater, in
comments related to the March 28 arrest of opposition leaders and US reporters in Panama, said,
"there are limits to our patience." "It has always been a principle that we will protect American
citizens as best we can...And while we have said that we don't plan to go in militarily, it's also
important to note that there are limits." President Reagan discussed the Panamanian situation for
more than two hours with senior officials, including Secretary of State George Shultz and national
security adviser Lt. Gen. Colin Powell. Administration officials said military force was ruled out
for the time being. Panamanian Ambassador to the US, Juan Sosa, who remains loyal to Delvalle,
called on Washington to use force. Sosa said that on the morning of March 20 he would formally
request the administration in the name of Delvalle that it consider "any action" to oust Noriega.
The Panamanian official reportedly advocated a "commando-type of operation to arrest him, which
would probably be the best alternative and would avoid confrontation and loss of life." Pentagon
officials noted that the amphibious ship Okinawa, with 700 Marines aboard, had passed through
the Panama Canal, and was due to remain in the area for several days. Delvalle called on the US to
arrest Noriega. (Basic data from several reports by AFP, AP, Reuters, New York Times)
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